






















Cc: Mrs J.Wardell,
The Ramblers' Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no 1093577, Scotland no SC039799) and a company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales (no 4458492). Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW

Mrs C. McKay
Definitive Map Team
Spatial Planning
County Hall
Colliton Park
Dorchester
DT1 1XJ

Ramblers, West Dorset Group
Richard Meatyard, Countryside & Footpath Secretary

Phone 
Email 

www.dorset-ramblers.co.uk

 My Ref: ac-w21-br80+fp79-2.docx
 Date: 07 March 2023
Your ref: CAM RW/P226

Dear Mrs McKay,

RE: Revised - Beaminster Footpath 79 S118 Extinguishment (Part), Bridleway 80 S119 Diversion (Part)
I write in response to the above revised Application consultation.

Having inspected the currently recorded route of the bridleway 80, I
agree with the Council’s view that it would not be possible to reinstate
this as a bridleway without removing several mature trees and largely
destroying the habitat corridor that has evolved since this route has
fallen into disuse. My records show that the route was recorded as
unusable in 1997 and my understanding is the period of disuse dates to
at least the mid 80s. The use of footpath 79 as an alternative is long
established, the bridle-gate at N and the bridleway waymarks were in
place when I moved to the area in 2004 and appeared then to have
been in place for some time.

The revised proposal relocates the transition of the route from the
plantation into the field to a more southerly location, while this addresses
one of my concerns in respect of the original consultation it raises fresh
concerns that need to be addressed before I would be happy with any
resulting Order being Confirmed.

The diverted path (B – Q – O) will run alongside a spring fed stream
which has little in the way of the bank and the course of which in places
is partially obstructed. In wet weather this will over-top and flood the
path. In my view this needs clearing and the bank building up to prevent
this.

The diverted path (O – P) will cross the route of a seasonal stream that
breaks away from the stream north of point (B). Either this needs a
suitable culvert/crossing or to be stopped-up, the pond it feeds into
seems to be derelict, the bund has failed and the water is not being
retained.

As this diversion formalises the long standing use of part of footpath 79
as a bridleway and in doing so provides a route that is free of any cross
path furniture, except at point (N). I am happy, at this time, to support the proposed diversions and extinguishment.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Meatyard









From: Guy Dickinson
Sent: 16 March 2023 15:42
To: Carol Mckay
Subject: Submission
A�achments: FootpathBridleway Beaminster (W).docx

Dear Ms McKay

I have a�ached a submission regarding the proposed changes to Footpath/Bridleway 79/80 in Beaminster

Many thanks
Best wishes

Dr Guy Dickinson



 

Dorset CPRE | Charity no: 211974 

 PO Box 9018 | Dorchester | Dorset | DT1 9GY 

www.dorset-cpre.org.uk 

 info@dorset-cpre.org.uk Tel: 0333 577 0360 

 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England 

by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. 

 

                      
                               

Carol McKay 
Senior Definitive Map Technical Officer 
Dorset Council 
 
16 March 2023 
 
Proposed changes to Footpath 79 and Bridleway 80, Beaminster 
 
Dear Ms McKay 
 
One of CPRE’s main strategic aims is to connect people with the country-
side.  Viable footpaths and Bridleways are clearly vital in this respect 
 
CPRE understands the necessity of moving Footpath 79 away from Chantry 
Farm buildings and farmyard and we support Footpath 79 remaining in the 
woodland area (O to B on Map P226/23/2) 
 
CPRE however does not support merging Footpath 79 with Bridleway 80 due 
to the conditions there - mud etc. horses may make the path unsafe and unus-
able for walkers. We believe that the maintenance of Public Rights of Way is 
very important so that they are safe and usable - Bridleway 80, currently being 
effectively blocked by debris, barbed wire and vegetation, needs to be 
cleared. 
 
Holloways, such as here, have great historical value and should be protected 
and maintained.  This is also vital for their ancient ecosystems which are in 
danger. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Chair West Dorset CPRE 
Dr AGW Dickinson 
West Dorset CPRE 

. 
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Dorset CPRE | Charity no: 211974 

 PO Box 9018 | Dorchester | Dorset | DT1 9GY 

www.dorset-cpre.org.uk 

 info@dorset-cpre.org.uk Tel: 0333 577 0360 

 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England 

by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. 

Finally, please note that our submissions in respect of the proposed development. While 
we have taken every effort to present accurate information for your consideration, as we 
are not a decision maker or statutory consultee, we cannot accept any responsibility for 
unintentional errors or omissions and you should satisfy yourselves on any facts before 
reaching your decision. 









































From:                                                                       Nicholas Whitsun-Jones
Sent:                                                                         14 July 2023 10:47
To:                                                                            Carol Mckay
Subject:                                                                   P226 REVISED PROPOSALS - CONSULTATION:

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PART OF FOOTPATH
79, BEAMINSTER & PROPOSED DIVERSION OF PART
OF BRIDLEWAY 80, BEAMINSTER

A�achments:                                                         Beaminster Objec�on_FurtherReps.docx - Google
Docs.pdf

 
Dear Carol,
 
Please see attached letter of today's date.
 
I will be grateful if you can acknowledge receipt.
 
Kind regards,
 
Nick 
 
Nicholas Whitsun-Jones
Local Correspondent 
Open Spaces Society - West Dorset District
25a Bell Street
Henley-on-Thames
RG9 2BA
Tel: 07516786079

 
website www.oss.org.uk
The Open Spaces Society is a registered charity (no 1144840) and a company limited by
guarantee, registered in England & Wales (no 7846516).

Support our Grant a Green Appeal
and help fund our campaign to protect open space
through voluntary registration as town or village green
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Open Spaces Society has staff with exhaustive experience in handling matters
related to our charitable purposes.  While every endeavour has been made to give
our considered opinion, the law in these matters is complex and subject to differing
interpretations.  Such opinion is offered to help members, but does not constitute
formal legal advice.
Please obtain our permission before sharing, reproducing or publishing any material from this email .
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 











1 
 

To Carol McKay, 

Senior Definitive Map Technical Officer 

Diversion of Footpath 79 

Thanks to Dorset Council and the landowner for considering a compromise solution where Footpath 

79 remains within the woodland O – B after diverting around the landowners property G-H-I-J-P-O.        

Footpath A-Q would then be Extinguished. I fully support this revision to the application. 

Diverting Bridleway 80 and merging Footpath 79 and Bridleway 80 

I cannot support this application. The route will become unsafe and unusable if it is used by horses / 

bicyclists and walkers, as suggested in the application. As the ground can be muddy, horses  / 

bicycles will churn up the ground thus making the Footpath, unsafe and unusable especially between 

points Q-B-M-N. I believe this is why the Bridleway and Footpath are separate and should remain so.  

I would like to see some estimate of the amount of equestrian / bicycle ( riders ) traffic likely to use 

this path. Is it the occasional recreational rider, a pony club holiday trek, an off road cycling group or 

the local hunt? 

I would like to see evidence to support the claim made in the Revised Proposals that Bridleway 80 

cannot be rehabilitated and a cost analysis of the cost of the rehabilitation versus the cost of the 

Revised Proposals. 

Blocking and lack of maintenance  

Although I am sympathetic to the work needed to make the Bridleway safe and usable, I would have 

thought it is the responsibility of Dorset Council and the landowner to maintain a Public Right of Way 

in safe and usable condition. My questions and concerns about the blocking of B80 with vegetation 

and barbed wire started over a year ago in January 2022, by email to Alastair Beaven in the 

Definitive Map Team. He passed on my question to Russel Goff, Senior Ranger who has never 

responded. I have made a number of subsequent enquiries to which I have not received a response. 

I attended a site meeting with Dorset Council and the Landowner, on 25th January 2023, where the 

condition and status of B80 was part of the discussion. Dorset Council refused to discuss and now 

claim that this was not part of the subject for discussion. As B80 has remained blocked and not 

maintained and inquiries ignored, naturally it has deteriorated and is now in a condition where, 

“officers consider it would become unsafe and unusable without extensive invasive works“.  

I am concerned that it is possible to divert an historic route and Right of Way by lack of maintenance 

and then ignoring public concern and observation, that the Right of Way has been blocked. This is a 

dangerous precedent if Right of Ways are to be maintained. 

Wildlife and ecology 

I am also sympathetic to the wildlife and ecology of the “ Holloway “ but would point out that this is 

an historic route, clearly marked on the 1843 Beaminster Tithe Map and the current Definitive Map. 

Recent research indicates that regular use of Holloways, as routes, will keep them clear and allow 

them to establish their own eco-systems which may be beneficial to certain species of flora and 

fauna. Blocking them will create a different habitat. This is a complex subject and requires detailed 

research before declaring that rehabilitating the Holloway “negatively impacts upon the wildlife 

along its length “. I would also point out that there is a similar “ natural “ habitat less than a hundred 

yards to the west of B80 which is more likely to remain “ natural “ if walkers and riders use the  
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historic route B80. The proposed route allowing riders through O-Q-B-M-N-F will also impact the 

environment. 

Benefits to Beaminster public 

The proximity and ease of access of B80 to Beaminster Town Centre and especially to Beaminster 

and Mountjoy Schools makes it an important local educational and recreational resource for the 

public. The other Holloway, I know of, in Beaminster at Coombe Down Hill can only be reached on 

foot by a rather perilous journey on the A3066 south of Beaminster. 

Categorisation by Natural England 

There is a current project financed by Natural England researching Holloways in West Dorset see 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-64322794 

One of the aims of the Natural England project is to look into the feasibility of giving Holloways a 

separate classification as a Right of Way distinct from Footpath or Bridleway, so their historical 

significance and ecology can be protected. If this proposal to divert B80 is supported, then B80, the 

landowner and Dorset Council may become a case study in extinguishing a “ Holloway “ rather than 

rehabilitation.  

Possible solution 

The best scenario is the rehabilitation of B80 so that this historic route and Public Right of Way is 

reopened for the public. This will keep P79 free of riders so that walkers can safely enjoy the route. 

This also has the advantage of giving walkers the option of using B80 instead of having to walk 

through fields that may contain livestock. This is also advantageous for the landowners / farmer who 

may not want walkers / riders in their fields that may also contain livestock. 

A survey carried out to establish the frequency of use of the route for riders. 

An ecological survey to establish the environmental impact of the proposed changes versus the 

rehabilitation of the existing route. 

A cost analysis to estimate the relative costs of the proposed changes versus the cost of 

rehabilitation of the existing route 

B80 could be rehabilitated so that is safe and usable for walkers but not for riders. 

The southern section of B80 from point C-D which is the “ Holloway “ opened and the northern 

section E-F and down to the bend of the Bridleway opened, as it is in safe and usable condition. The 

section of the Holloway from next to point M to the bend between M and E is in the most unsafe 

and unusable condition. This could be bypassed on the existing Footpath 79 between M and the 

bend between M and E. 

 

 



3 
 

In summary 

• I support the diversion of F79 G-H-I-J-P-O-B and Extinguishment of F79 between A-Q 

• Merging the Footpath and Bridleway will make the route unsafe and unusable for walkers 

due to horses / bicycles churning the muddy, narrow path. Data is needed to assess the 

likely usage. I cannot support this proposal to divert B80 C-D-E-F.  

• The environmental impact of the proposal may be more significant than rehabilitating the 

current Bridleway, at least to Footpath standard.   

• Cost analysis is needed of the Revised Proposal v. Rehabilitation of Bridleway 80, at least 

to footpath standard. 

• B80 is an historic Right of Way and “ Holloway “ of educational and recreational 

importance to Beaminster. 

• Reopening Bridleway 80 would have the additional advantage for walkers and the 

landowner of the section north of point N,E, in that it would separate walkers from 

livestock which are often in the field 

• It is a dangerous precedent that Dorset Council and the landowner have allowed a Right of 

Way to deteriorate, by blocking the path and ignoring public comments, so it requires 

extensive works to rehabilitate it. 

In cases such as this, I think it is often prudent to seek guidance and offer this paragraph. 

Quote from The Rights of Way Review Committee Practice Guidance Notes revised 2007 - Securing 

agreement to public path orders: 

“ Applicants for orders should bear in mind there must be good reason for wanting to make changes 

to the existing network. Public rights of way and private ownership should not be interfered with 

lightly. The “ do nothing “ option should always be evaluated alongside any proposals for change. It 

may prove to be the best option even though the existing situation may be inconvenient for the 

owner or inadequate for the user “ 

 

Please inform me if the case is brought before the Strategic and Technical Planning Committee. 

Yours sincerely 

BSc Zoology - University of Southampton 

 

 

 

 



































 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carol Mckay  
DCC  
By email only: carol.mckay@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Dear Mrs McKay 
 
RE: Beaminster Bridleway 80 and Footpath 79 Proposals.  
 
I am aware of the proposals to extinguish part of footpath 79 and divert part of bridleway 80 at 
Beaminster. I support both moves.  
 

I used to live at , Beaminster and am well aware of the paths and tracks from  the town up 
to the ridge at Beaminster Down. I used to frequently ride along them and still do as far as possible.  
The trouble with the current route is that the bridleway is completely impassable. Only last year I 
tried to go along the bridleway and had to abandon the official path.  Not only is it overgrown but 
the going is so eroded or boggy that it is unsafe for horses (and dangerous on foot). That said, it is a 
haven or wildlife so its reinstatement for public access would be counterproductive.  
 
The proposed alternative routes are a great improvement and would actually provide a more open 
and pleasing ride or walk out of harms way and without imposing on the farm yard.  
 
I look forward to the proposals being put into effect as soon as possible. 
 
Your sincerely  
 

 
 

 
 
 
10 July 2023  
 





















From:                                                                       
Sent:                                                                         18 July 2023 14:52
To:                                                                            Carol Mckay
Subject:                                                                   P226 REVISED PROPOSALS - Consulta�on Proposed

Ex�nguishment of Part of Footpath 79, Beaminster
and Part Diversion of Bridleway 80, Beaminster

 
Dear Ms McKay
 
Please could you include this as my le�er of support for the proposed changes to the Rights
of Way at Chantry Farm, Beaminster.
 
I have been walking for several years in the area and have found the permissive footpath
through the field, into the woodland on the far side and joining the bridge at the top of the
wood to be far more enjoyable than walking through the farmyard, across the very boggy
patch and up the stream.  I hope this route will be adopted as a permanent route.
 
Bridleway 80 has not been accessible for as long as I have known it.  There are several points
along the new permissive footpath that allow a view into the old route, but it looks so
overgrown with thick hedges to the sides I would feel quite claustrophobic.  I can’t imagine
what would happen if one passed a horse coming the other way, there is not enough width
available.
 
In my opinion, the views from the walk as one climbs out of Beaminster on the north side,
are some of the best in Dorset.  I very much hope everyone (walkers and riders) can
con�nue to enjoy the scenery along this lovely route without disturbing nature.  I see no
reason to open up Bridleway 80 when the route running parallel is far more pleasant and
already available.
 
Yours sincerely
 

 






